
History Skills of Progression – St Mark’s CofE Primary School 

EYFS  
Early Learning Goals 

KS1 
National Curriculum  

KS2 
National Curriculum  

‘Past and Present’ 
- Talk about the lives of the people 
around them and their roles in 
society. 
- Know some similarities and 
differences between things in the 
past and now, drawing on their 
experiences and what has been 
read in class. 
- Understand the past through 
settings, characters and events 
encountered in books read in class 
and storytelling. 

- Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, using common words and 
phrases relating to the passing of time. 
- They should know where the people and events they study fit within a 
chronological framework and identify similarities and differences between 
ways of life in different periods. 
 - They should use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms. 
- They should ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories 
and other sources to show that they know and understand key features of 
events. 
- They should understand some of the ways in which we find out about the 
past and identify different ways in which it is represented 

- Pupils should continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history, establishing clear narratives 
within and across the periods they study.- They should note connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop the appropriate use of historical 
terms. 
- They should regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity and difference, and significance. 
- They should construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical information. 
- They should understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources. 

Year R Year 1 
Toys Through History  

History of transport - Thornycroft  

Year 2 
The Great Fire of London  

Florence Nightingale & Mary Seacole 
Neil Armstrong  

Year 3 
The Stone Age to Iron Age  

The Tudors  

Year 4 
The Romans  

The Ancient Egyptians  
Anglo-Saxons and Scots 

Year 5 
The Vikings  

Ancient Greece  
Windrush  

Year 6 
The Mayans  
World War II 

- Starting school  
- My new class  
- How I have changed?  
- Who was Mary Anning?  
- Who lived in a castle?  
- Who was Neil Armstrong?  

- Changes within living memory. Where 
appropriate, these should be used to 
reveal aspects of change in national life 
- Significant historical events, people and 
places in their own locality 

- Events beyond living memory that are 
significant nationally or globally - the 
Great Fire of London 
- The lives of significant individuals in the 
past who have contributed to national 
and international achievements. Some 
should be used to compare aspects of life 
in different periods 

- Changes in Britain from the Stone Age 
to the Iron Age-The Stone Age  
- An historical study of an aspect or site 
dating from a period beyond 1066 that is 
significant in the locality, The Tudors   

- The Roman Empire and its impact on 
Britain  
- Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons 
and Scots 
- The achievements of the earliest 
civilisations-Ancient Egypt 

- Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons 
and Scots – The Vikings 
- Ancient Greece - a study of Greek life 
and achievements and their 
influence on the western world 
 

- A study of an aspect of British history 
that extends pupils’ chronological 
knowledge beyond 1066 – A significant 
turning point in British history – World 
War II 
- A non-European society that provides 
contrasts with British history – The 
Mayans 

 

Historical Enquiry  
 

An effective historian uses historical enquiry to ask/answer questions using sources to find answers and show understanding. 
Year R Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

- To be able to sort objects by 
their differences.  
- Draw on own experiences and 
what has been read to them.  

- Sort objects into past and 
present.  
- Talk about similarities and 
differences between historic 
sources.  
- Ask and answer questions 
related to objects or sources.  

- Collect information from 
different simple sources to ask 
questions about past people of 
events.  
- Explain events and actions.  
- Use Why, what, who, how 
and where questions.  

- Use a range of sources to find 
out about a period in time.  
- Describe how sources reveal 
important information about 
the past.  
- Recognise that we draw 
conclusions from different 
sources.  

- Describe and question the 
origins and purpose of sources.  
- Ask a variety of questions in 
order to gain a deeper 
understanding.  
- Know how to find, select and 
gather different information 
and sources.  

- Begin to identify primary and 
secondary sources.  
- Be able to explain why a 
source might be unreliable 
giving reasons.  
- Have simple reasoned 
arguments and different 
aspects of a period of time.  

- Recognise primary and 
secondary sources.  
- Give a fluent account of 
knowledge gathered that has 
been found in several sources.  
- Question source reliability 
considering why conflicting 
information might occur.   

 

Chronology 
 

An effective historian sequences events & objects using chronological vocabulary 
Year R Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

- Talk about the difference 
between past and present and 
old and new.  
- Use vocabulary like yesterday, 
last week, last night etc.  

- Create simple timelines to 
sequence events or objects 
linked to unit. 
- Use vocabulary linked to the 
past, then and now, old and 
new.  

- Sequence artefacts, photos 
and events describing key 
events in the lives of those 
they are studying.  

- Place Historic time studied on 
a timeline.  
- Sequence artefacts and 
events.  
- Begin to use vocabulary such 
as AD/BC or BCE/CE 

- Begin to understand historical 
periods overlap each other and 
vary in length 
- Use confidently vocabulary 
such as AD/BC or BCE/CE 

- Place current study on 
timeline in relation to previous 
studies. 
- Use relevant terms and 
period labels.  
- Make comparisons.  

- Use relevant dates and terms.  
- Accurately sequence 
civilisations/ periods studies.  
- Take account of overlaps in 
duration between periods 
studied.    



Characteristic Features  
 

An effective historian understands the characteristic features of the period, person or event studied 
Year R Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

- Understand the past through 

settings, characters and events 
encountered in books read in 
class and storytelling. 

- Recognises that buildings, 
clothing, transport or 
technology could be different 
in the past.  
- Show awareness of significant 
features not seen today. 

- Recognises and describes, in 
simple terms, some 
characteristic features of a 
person or period studied.  
- Increasingly use period 
specific language in 
explanations. 

- Describe main features 

associated with the period/ 
civilisation studied, mostly 
using period specific language. 

- Gives simple explanations 
that not everyone in the past 
lived the in same way. 
- Consistently uses period 
specific language in 
explanations. 

- Understand that some past 
civilisations in different parts of 
the world have some 
important similarities. 
- Identify and make links 
between significant 
characteristics of a period/ 
civilisation studied and others 
studied previously. 

- Contrast and make some 
significant links between 
civilisations/periods studied. 
- Give reasoned explanations 
with reference to significant 
examples of some connections 
between the ways of life in 
different civilisations and 
periods studied.  

 

Change and Continuity  
 

An effective historian understands the similarities and differences between events, societies, periods in history 
Year R Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

- Recognise some differences 
and similarities between past 
and present in their own and 
others’ lives. 
- Draw from experiences and 
stories read in class.  

- Compare similarities and 
differences about individuals or 
items (such as toys) from the 
past. 
- Match old objects to people 
or situations.  

- Describe what has changed as 
the result of an event or an 
Individual. Link to city design 
after the Great Fire of 
London. 

- Compare lives of people from 
the distant past to our own and 
identify differences. 
- Describe some changes over a 
period of time and identify 
things that stayed the same.  

- Describe and give some 
examples of a range of changes 
at different points in historic 
timeline.  
- Identify the things that stayed 
the same.  

- Give reasons and examples of 
why change happened during a 
particular event/ period.  
- Deepen understanding of 
trends/themes over time.  

- Evaluate similarities and 
differences between studied 
civilisations and our own.  
- Describe similarities and 
differences between 
concurrent civilisations and 
begin to give reasons for the 
differences.  

 

Cause and Consequence  
 

An effective historian understands the concepts of cause and consequence including short term and long term effects 
Year R Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

- Draw from experiences and 
stories read in class and the 
cause and consequence from 
characters.  

- Give simple explanations for 
why a person from the past 
acted as they did.  
- Discuss the consequences of 
the actions taken in the past.   

- Describes in simple terms the 
causes and/or consequences of 
an important historical event 
offering more than one 
example of its results.  

- Describes the causes and/or 
consequences of an important 
historical event offering more 
than one example of its results. 
 

- Describe with simple 
examples different types of 
causes seeing that events 
happen for different reasons 
not just human action.  

- Explain consequences in 
terms of immediate and longer 
term effects and/or that 
people were affected 
differently. 
- Link causes or explain that 
one cause might be linked to 
another making an event much 
more likely to happen. 

- Explain causes and 
consequences of quite complex 
events, even though they 
might still link some in a simple 
way. 

 

 

 



Significance  
 

An effective historian understands the significance of people  and events in history 
Year R Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

- Describe an event or family 
member from their past that is 
important to remember.  

- Begin to understand why 
events being studied are 
important. 
- Recognise and describe 
special times or events for 
family and friends. 

- Describe and talk about how 
an important event of person is 
remembered and why.   

- Understand how the earliest 
events in history contributed to 
the formation of civilisation 
therefore having a huge 
significance.  

- Can identify significance 
reveals something about 
history or contemporary life.  

- Use criteria to make 
judgements as to the 
significance of events, people 
or developments within a 
particular historical narrative. 

- Make judgements about 
historical significance against 
criteria. 
- Recognise that historical 
significance varies over time, 
and by the interpretations of 
those describing that 
significance. 

 

Interprets 
. 

An effective historian Interprets  the past, including how and why contrasting views arise 

Year R Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
- Understand the past through 
stories, settings, characters 
and events in books.  
 

- Begins to use a range of 
methods to represent the past 
i.e. photos, drawings, stories, 
discussions. 
 
 

- Be able to compare two 
versions of a past event.  
 - Talk about the differences in 
accounts relating to people or 
events.  

- Identify and give reasons for 
the different ways that the past 
has been represented.  
- Recognise why there is often 
more than one version of an 
historical event.  

- Describe how different 
interpretations in historic 
events arise.  
- Begin to evaluate the 
usefulness of sources.  

- Compare accounts from 
different sources and decide if 
fact or fiction.  
- Understand that some 
interpretations are more 
reliable than others.  

- Link historic sources and 
decide how conclusions were 
arrived at.  
- Know and understands that 
some evidence is propaganda, 
opinion or misinformation and 
that this affects interpretations 
of history. 

 

 

 

 

 


